Course Syllabus:  United States History

Montwood High School

Instructor:  Sandra Aboud

Instructor Availability:


4:00-4:30 daily - room A240 (subject to meetings).


Lunch and before school by appointment 


E-mail: saboud@sisd.net 


Telephone:  937 – 2621

Text:

The American Pageant: Advanced Placement: McDougal Littell/Houghton Mifflin

Ideas That Shape a Nation: James L. Smith
Materials:

3 ring binder

5 dividers

1 spiral notebook

Evaluation:  


40% in class assessments and homework


40% Unit Exams


20% Final Exams

Course Description:

The AP U.S. History course is divided into significant eras and emphasizes themes throughout American history.  These themes include the American identity, economic evolution, and American foreign policy.  It also emphasizes the study of significant people, events and issues from colonization to the present.  The student will gain knowledge and have an understanding of history as it has impacted our nation.  Students will be provided with content, practical knowledge of U.S. History, practice in critical thinking activities, and experience in effective writing techniques that will help to prepare for the AP exam, as well as, future educational studies.  Hard work and dedication will be essential to success.

There will be 4 in-class Unit Exams and 1 Final Comprehensive Exam each nine weeks.  There will be no retakes of exams; the lowest Unit Exam grade will be dropped.  It is the student’s responsibility to make prior arrangements with the instructor if unable to attend class on the day of an exam.  The absence must be an excused absence.  

You will also be expected to complete all writing assignments (in-class and homework) as well as the assigned homework readings.

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to obtain the make up work.  Assignments due on the day of an absence must be submitted on the first day back from the absence.  Please be sure to hand the assignment directly to the instructor. 

Make-up work assignments will be different than the in-class assessment.  This is due to the nature of the in-class activities, which will include peer collaboration.  The make-up assignment will be a Topic Research Chart over the topic discussed in class on the date of the absence.  A copy of the chart format is attached.  The date of the absence must be written at the top of the page.
If the absence is on the day of a quiz the student must complete the quiz in addition to the Topic Research Chart.  Upon the date of return, it is the student’s responsibility to schedule a time to take the quiz before school, at lunch, or after school.  

If you know you are going to be absent, it is your responsibility to inform me and acquire the work to be assigned in your absence, complete the work, and submit the work by the assigned deadline.

Late work will not be accepted.

All students are expected to do their own work.  Cheating will result in immediate removal from the course.  The student will be placed in a regular United States History course. 

Cell phones or any other electronic devices must be turned off and put away while in the classroom.  

Course Grading Scale:


A:  89.6% to 100%


B:  79.6% to 89.5%


C:  69.6% to 79.5%


D:  59.6% to 69.5%


E:  59.5% or less

Semester Calendar:

Each unit will include the following assessments:

· 1 Standard Essay assignment

· 3-4 Quizzes

· 3-4 Topic Readings: to be completed outside of class

· Peer collaboration activities

· Daily writing activity

· Lecture notes

· Unit Exam
Interdisciplinary Assignment- Students will be expected to complete an approximately 1500 word, year-long research paper.  The paper will be a graded assignment for both AP Unite States History and AP English courses.  The details of this paper will be given at a later date.  There will be research opportunities (UTEP library field trip) during the first and second semester.
APUSH Course Work
**Students will be assigned journal writings at the end of most class periods to be kept in the students’ I.D. (Intellectual Diaries) notebooks.
August 4 


-Course Outline and Syllabus

-APPARTS:  Excerpts from the Declaration of Independence and the U.S. Constitution


-Quick Write Assignment:  Why study United States History?


-Homework:  Ideas That Shape a Nation- New England Puritans 45-52
August 6


-Syllabus/Puritans Quiz


-Topic (notes): Colonization

-In Class Activity: 

· Drawing Conclusions with Character Sketches (Jon Winthrop, Ann Hutchinson, William Penn, Roger Williams)

-Homework: Study Guide page 3 and 4 (Significant Events and People)

August 10


-Topic (notes): Colonization and Revolution


-In Class Activity: APPARTS 

· An American Colonist Opposes New Taxes and Asserts the Rights of Colonists
August 12


-Topic (notes): American Revolution Study Guide page 4

-In Class Activity: Three Levels of Questioning 

· The Proclamation of 1763
August 14


-Exam: Colonization and Revolution


-APUSH Binder check
August 18


-Topic (notes): United States Constitution part 1

-In Class Activity: 

· Drawing Conclusions with Character Sketches (Daniel Shay, James Madison, Patrick Henry)

-Homework: Study Guide page 6 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

August 20


QUIZ- U.S. Constitution 1

-Topic (notes): United States Constitution part 2

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Massachusetts Farmers Take Up Arms in Revolt Against Taxes 1786

August 24


-Topic (notes): United States Constitution part 3

-In Class Activity:  

· Great Debates in American History (Hamilton v. Jefferson)

August 26


QUIZ- Study Guide page 9-10

-In Class Activity: 

· Standard Essay

-Was the U.S. in a crisis under the Articles of Confederation or was the ‘crisis’ exaggerated by the federalists to justify their movement?  Could the U.S. have survived if the Article of Confederation had stayed in affect?

· Peer Evaluation

August 28


-Exam: United States Constitution

-APUSH Binder check

-Homework: Study Guide page 9-10 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

September 1


-Topic (notes): Hamilton’s Republic

-In Class Activity: 

· Ideas That Shape a Nation: Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton-A Simulated Interview 

September 3


-Topic (notes): Republicans and Federalists

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: John Marshall page 137-146
September 8

            -Intellectual Diary Quiz: John Marshall


-Topic (notes): Jefferson’s “revolution of 1800”

-In Class Activity: 

· Landmark Court Cases Chart: Complete Marbury v. Madison and McCulloch
September 10


-Topic (notes): War of 1812 and the “American System”

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Missouri Compromise of 1820

Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Henry David Thoreau page 159-166

September 14


-Intellectual Diary Quiz: Henry David Thoreau

-In Class Activity: Visual Document Analysis

-Topic (notes): Second Great Awakening and the Age of Reform

September 16


-Topic (notes): Jacksonian Era

-In Class Activity:  APPARTS

· South Carolina and the Nullification Crisis

September 18


-Topic (notes): Jacksonian Era

-In Class Activity:  APPARTS

· Out of Many AP Test Prep page 87: Documents 1-8 
      DBQ: Jacksonian Era
-Homework: Complete Document 1-8 Analysis

September 22

-In Class Activity:  DBQ

The Jacksonian Era is often described as a time when the United States experienced ‘democratization of politics.’  Is this accurate?  How was democracy defined during this era?

September 24

  
-In Class Activity:  

· DBQ Peer Evaluation

September 28

-In Class Activity:  Comprehensive Review

· Threads of History- Graphic Organizers
September 30

-In Class Activity:  Comprehensive Review

· Threads of History- Graphic Organizers
October 2


-Nine Weeks Comprehensive Final Exam

-APUSH Binder check

October 5-October 16


Intersession

October 20

-Topic (notes): Reform Movements

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis

-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Elizabeth Cady Stanton page 169

October 22

-Topic (notes): Expansion and its Consequences 1840-1854

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· A Newspaper Man Declares the ‘Manifest Destiny’ of the U.S. in 1845

October 26

-Topic (notes): Events Leading to the Civil War

-In Class Activity: 

· Study Guide page 17 and 18 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Abraham Lincoln page 201

October 28

-Intellectual Diary Quiz: Abraham Lincoln


-Topic (notes): Events Leading to the Civil War


-In Class Activity:

· Great Debates in American History (Lincoln-Douglas)
October 30


-Topic (notes): American Civil War


-In Class Activity:

· Threads of History Graphic Organizer: Political Parties
-Homework: Study Guide page 21 and 23 (Significant Events, and Additional Information)

November 3


-Topic (notes): Reconstruction


-In Class Activity:

· Visual Document Analysis
· Standard Essay and Peer Evaluation:  Explain hoe the policies and actions of TWO of the following political parties contributed to the coming of the Civil War from 1840-1860.
The Liberty/Free Soil Party

The American Party

The Republican Party

November 5


-Exam: Reform/Expansion/American Civil War/Reconstruction

-APUSH Binder check

November 9

-Topic (notes): America Transformed- Industrial Revolution/Railroads

-In Class Activity: 

· Study Guide page 25 and 26 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Karl Marx page 223 

*BRING YOUR BOOKS TO CLASS 11/12

November 12

-Topic (notes): America Transformed- African Americans/Last Indian Wars/ Great Plains

-In Class Activity: 

· Ideas That Shape a Nation: Eugene Debs page 263

November 16

-Topic (notes): America Transformed

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Andrew Carnegie, Wealth 1889

November 18

-In Class Activity:  DBQ

· Out of Many AP Test Prep page 157: Documents 1-9 
DBQ:  Analyze the effect that the rise of industry had on the    distribution of wealth in the United States.

· Peer Evaluation

November 20


-Exam: America Transformed

-APUSH Binder check

December 1

-Topic (notes): America and the World- The Progressive Era

-In Class Activity: 

· Study Guide page 28 and 29 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Woodrow Wilson page 287 

December 3

-Topic (notes): America and the World- World War I

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Franklin Roosevelt page 297

December 7

-Intellectual Diary Quiz: Wilson and Roosevelt


-Topic (notes): World War I- Theodore Roosevelt and Progressivism


-In Class Activity:

· Threads of History Graphic Organizer: Amendments and Liberals/Conservatives
December 9

-Topic (notes): Mass Production

-In Class Activity: Standard Essay/Peer Evaluation

December 11

-Topic (notes): Prosperity and Division in the 1920s

-In Class Activity: 

· Study Guide page 31 and 32 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

December 15

-Topic (notes): Prosperity and Division in the 1920s

-In Class Activity: 

· Great Debates in American History: American Imperialism- Should the U.S. become an imperialistic power by keeping the Philippine Islands?
December 17


-Nine Weeks Comprehensive Final Exam

-APUSH Binder check

January 5

-Topic (notes): Wall Street Crash and Depression

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
· Study Guide page 35 and 36 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: John Maynard Keynes page 307

January 7

-Intellectual Diary Quiz: John Maynard Keynes


-Topic (notes): The Great Depression


-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Huey Long, Share Our Wealth, 1935
January 11
-Topic (notes): The New Deal

-In Class Activity: 

· Standard Essay/Peer Evaluation

January 13
-Topic (notes): The Great Depression and The New Deal

-In Class Activity: 

· Threads of History Graphic Organizers

January 15


-Exam: The Great Depression and The New Deal

-APUSH Binder check

January 20

-Topic (notes): The U.S. Becomes a World Power

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
· Study Guide page 39 and 40 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

January 22

-Topic (notes): Road to Pearl Harbor

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Franklin Roosevelt, The Four Freedoms, 1941
January 26

-Topic (notes): World War II European Theater

-In Class Activity: 

· Video
January 28

-Topic (notes): World War II Pacific Theater

-In Class Activity: 

· Video

February 1

-In Class Activity:  DBQ

· Out of Many AP Test Prep page 210: Documents 1-7 
· World War II was known as the Good War.  In what ways is that an accurate description and it what ways does it fall short?

February 3

  
-Exam: World War II

-APUSH Binder check

February 5

-Topic (notes): Cold War

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
· Study Guide page 47-49 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

February 9

-Topic (notes): Korean War and McCarthyism

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Joseph McCarthy, Speech at Wheeling, West Virginia, 1950

February 11
-Topic (notes): Affluent Society

-In Class Activity: 

· Review
February 15

-Exam: Cold War

-APUSH Binder Check

February 17


 -In Class Activity:

· Visual Document Analysis
· Standard Essay and Peer Evaluation:  
America’s greatest presidents transformed and strengthened the relationship between the government and the people.

Evaluate this statement by analyzing the presidencies of TWO of the following:


Thomas Jefferson


Abraham Lincoln


Franklin Roosevelt

February 19

-Topic (notes): Civil Rights Movement

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
· Computer Lab: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Civil Rights page 339-390
-Homework: Study Guide page 52 and 53 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

February 23

-Topic (notes): Civil Rights Movement

-In Class Activity: 

· Computer Lab: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Civil Rights page 339-390
February 25

-Topic (notes): New Frontier and Great Society

-In Class Activity: 

· Computer Lab: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Civil Rights page 339-390
March 1, 3


Presentations

March 5, 9


Comprehensive Review

March 11

-Nine Weeks Comprehensive Final Exam

-APUSH Binder check

March 15-26


Intersession

March 29

-Topic (notes): Rise of Mass Media

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
· Study Guide page 56 and 57 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

April 5

-Topic (notes): Vietnam War

-In Class Activity: APPARTS

· Lyndon B. Johnson, Why We Are in Vietnam, 1965

April 7

-Topic (notes): Vietnam War

-In Class Activity: Video

April 9

-Topic (notes): Women’s Movement

-In Class Activity: Video

April 13

-Topic (notes): Nixon and Watergate

-In Class Activity:  APPARTS

· Articles of Impeachment against Richard M. Nixon, 1974

April 15

-Exam: Vietnam War

-APUSH Binder Check

April 19-23


TAKS Review

April 26-30


TAKS Testing

May 3

-Topic (notes): Carter and Reagan Revolution

-In Class Activity: 

· Visual Document Analysis
· Study Guide page 61 (Significant Events)

-Homework: Ideas That Shape a Nation: Ronald Reagan

May 5

-Intellectual Diary Quiz: Ronald Reagan

-Topic (notes): New World Order

-In Class Activity: 

· Study Guide page 62 (Important People)

May 7

-Topic (notes): Clinton’s America and Millineum

-In Class Activity: 

· Study Guide page 63 (Additional Information)

May 11

-Topic (notes): Foreign and Domestic Affairs

-In Class Activity: 
· Study Guide page 66-68 (Significant Events, People, and Additional Information)

May 13-25


AP Review

May 27

-Nine Weeks Comprehensive Final Exam

-APUSH Binder check

Topic Research Chart

TOPIC (event, person, concept, era):  ___________________________________

BRIEF DESCRIPTION:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Government

_________________________________

Economics

Society/Significant People

_________________________________

Technology

Students and Parents:

Welcome to AP United States History.  I am pleased that you are willing to accept the challenge of an Advanced Placement class.  As you are aware, the purpose of our AP courses is to challenge our highly motivated students.  Advanced Placement United States History is not a college prep class; it is a national College Board course.

The AP student is expected to show a high level of commitment to learning, do a significant amount of reading and writing outside of the classroom, think analytically and develop communication skills.  Students will be encouraged to develop the skills necessary for them to analyze evidence and express an understanding of data in essay writings.  Students will analyze and draw conclusions about different topics and must be able to demonstrate college-oriented writing.  

The instructor will encourage students to reach competence in higher level thinking and writing skills, which are essential for success in AP courses, as well as, the AP exams. Students and parents should realize that the class cannot slow down to accommodate two to three students.  It is the responsibility of those students to come in for tutoring on their own time.

Finally, all students enrolled in this course are expected to take the AP United States History exam at the end of the school year.  

Student Initials __________________

Parent/Guardian Initials____________________

Please take this opportunity to view the course syllabus and requirements.  After reviewing the information, please sign below, indicating that you and your child understand the requirements for this course.  I would like this letter returned to me by _____________.  Thank you for your time and support and please contact me at any time with any questions or concerns that you may have.  937-2621

Sandra Aboud

My son/daughter _______________________________________ and I have read and understand the requirements for this course.

Parent/Guardian signature: ______________________________Date___________

Student Signature: _______________________________Date_____________

