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TSELA (Texas Science Education Leadership Association) http://www.statweb.org  
Minutes: November 8, 2006- CAST 

Prepared by Sandy McLemore, Ed.D., TSELA Secretary 
 
 
Dr. Bambi Bailey- Welcome and Greetings from Wichita Falls 

• Midwestern University, Burnett ISD, etc., collaborated together 
• Invitation to Adm. Conference 8-Noon @ Holiday Inn Nov. 9, 2006 

 
Sally Dudley, Verne Isbell, and Miguel Gil: CPO Science/Delta Education 

• Introduced Crazy Trait Character 
• Free Institutes-look online for the details 
• Workshops-check schedule 

 
Anna McClane: TSELA President-Welcome  amcclane@es4.net   

• Membership in attendance was asked to reflect on the following question, Ò What 
is TSELAÕs mission in science?Ó 

• Who are we?   
 
General Business Meeting  

• Introduced TSELA Officers: Anna McClane, President; Donna Wise, President 
Elect, Sandy McLemore, Ed.D., Secretary; Gloria Chatelain, Treasurer 

• TSELA meeting was called to order 8:30 AM by Anna McClane 
• Approximately 200 members were present. 
• Recognition of Officers and Volunteers 

 
Minutes- Dr. Sandy McLemore 

• Minutes discussed by Sandy McLemore and are online on STAT Website.         
• Minutes presented minutes for acceptance and members approved from the floor. 

 
Gloria Chatelain: Treasurer 
 

• TSELA is growing. 
• $13,836.04 
• Report approved. 

  
Donna Wise: President Elect 

• Nominations from the floor for officers: 
1. Deborah Linscomb-President Elect 
2. Terry Dickson-Tally-Declined 
3. Idol Mallard-President Elect 
4. Karen Jo Matsler-President Elect   

• Secretary Nominations: 
1. Laurel Dingrando 
2. Kathryn Barclay 

• Treasurer Nominations 
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1. Gloria Chatelain 
 

• Brief presentation by each nominee 
• Ballots cast 
• Members volunteered to work the TSELA booth at CAST. 

 
Anna McClane: Brief overview of upcoming events 
 

• TEKS revisions-committee in progress 
• ÒWhat role do you see for TSELA to make a recommendation on how these 

documents should be revised?  How do we send these recommendations back to 
STAT?Ó 

• Table discussion occurred 
• Accepted questions from floor for consideration: 

1. Current TEKS should be reviewed for Math and Science correlations. 
2. What are the roles of conceptual alignment of TEKS across the grade 

levels. 
3. There should be one unified document clarifying expectations at each 

grade level. 
4. TEA should provide clarifications of TAKS- ALT. 
5. A committee should be formed to analyze middle school science: ÒHow 

do we organize earth/physical/life science in middle school science to 
build depth of understanding?Ó 

6. Look at TEKSÕ concepts and identify multiple methods and goals of 
teaching earth/physical/life.  

7. Vertical alignment should be reviewed and analyzed to identify TEKS 
gaps. 

8. TSELA should consider an administrators day in summer or January to 
discuss a plan upcoming changes. 

9. TEKS should perhaps model K-8 science as in higher education under 
these broad, unifying concepts providing specifics for teachers. 

 
Dr. Sandra West: Science Safety Update       
This  presenterÕs Power Point can be reviewed in itsÕ entirety at the following web 
address.  
www.theTRC.org  
 
Part I of Presentation: Topic eye Protection 

• Required eye protection policy in districts should identify different hazards that 
might be in the classroom and workplace. 

• Check on goggles for protection of impact, splash, and projectiles. 
• Match the hazard with the protection and select goggles with purpose in mind. 
• Sanitize goggles and use the correct size. 
• Eyewash fountain/stations should be in place:  IBC and ADA standards. 
• Be aware of the ÒNegligence Liability MisfeasanceÓ law. 

Part II: Texas Secondary Science Safety Survey (2006-2007) 
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• Study done every 2 years 
• Members encouraged to return survey so that results can be sent forward . 
• Survey samples were passed around for review. 
• Perhaps in future an online survey for safety will be provided. 
 

David Castro: Dana Center Update 
 
http://www.utdanacenter.org/ 
 

• Middle school core science program Space, Earth/Chemical materials are 
available. 

• Hands on science TAKS review available with short activities to help students 
that might need remediation . 

 
Dr. Kenn Heydrick, Past President STAT: STAT TEKS Revision Update 
kkwwhh@sbcglobal.net   or 512.297.4030 
 

• TEKS Revision Committee www.statweb.org  for Power point presentation. 
1. Draft reports released during CAST. 
2. Committee reconvenes in Dec. 06Õ for revised reports. 
3. Final report will be Jan. 07Õ. 

• On-line Surveys 
1. Survey of all grade levels and courses 
2. All TEKS and SEÕs were assessed. 
3. Open-ended questions 

• Draft Reports procedures: 
1. Met in Oct. 06Õ 
2. Reviewed all survey data and comments 
3. Facilitated by level leaders 
4. Developed consensus recommendations 
5. Rationale needed for each recommendation  
6. CAST 06Õ Forums: eight  sessions to disseminate draft reports 
7. Affiliates disseminate draft reports 
8. On-line comment form  available Dec. 1, 06Õ- Survey Monkey (preferred) 
9. Hard copy comment form- Dec. 1, 06Õ 
10. Six facilitators process for  comments and feedback on draft reports Dec. 

06 
11. Semi-Final reports distributed to  entire committee for last review 
12. Final report compiled and distributed in Jan. 07Õ 
13. Formal presentations to TEA and SBOE in Feb. 07Õ 

• SBOE Sept. Action Item 
1. Five year phase out IPC 
2. STAT tried to get a unified position statement but did not succeed- (100% 

of all affiliates must agree before STAT endorsed.  
3. Earth and Space Science was included as new science course.  
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4. CATEÕs Principles of Technology not included for science credit--perhaps 
will count at next SBOE meeting. 

• Thank you to CAST 2006 Planning Team:  
       Kevin  Fisher, Carrie Norris, Bambi Bailey, Melanie Beisch, Vanessa  
       Westbrook,  and Virginia Woods 

• STATÕs Executive Director 
1. Executive Committee met and discussed STAT organization. EC agreed to 

pursue new  STAT Executive Director. 
2.  This might take place in Jan. 07Õ and interviews might occur in spring.  

• STAT Office needed for the future: 
1. Considering a condo office building 
2. 1,500 sq. ft 
3. Leased for possible one year  

• Cast 2007Õ Austin 50th Anniversary Celebration 
1. Theme: Celebrate the Past: Imagine the Future 
2. CAST: Nov. 15-17, 2007Õ 

 
Jenny Borchardt: Texas Education Tools 
 

• Luncheon: Sponsored by Texas Educational Tools, Inc. 
 
TSELA Election Results 
 
Ballots counted and new officers were elected: 

• Karen Jo Matsler-President Elect 
• Laurel Dingrando-Secretary 
• Gloria Chatelain-Treasurer 

 
Irene Pickhardt, Assistant director of Science: TEA Update: Curriculum Highlights 
Power Point Presentation available at www.theTRC.org  
 

• Introduction of new TEA staff member: Dr. Cynthia Lotter, Director of Science 
Assessment 

• Monies available:$95.5 million TX Educator Excellence Grants-online for 
specifics http://www.tea.state.nd  

• The number and quality of teachers in STEM fields Website:  www.ed.gov 
• Testing Calendar 06Õ-07Õ  and TAKS ALTÐsee power point www.theTRC.org 
• Region IV Performance Benchmarks: http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ESC/4.htm 
• Four Years of Science in Relation to Staffing at Campus Level: TEA staff in  
      Educator Standards at 512/863/5880 
• Specific teacher certification, contact the Certification specialists at 888/863.5880 
• Science passing rates: review power point www.theTRC.org 
• 2006 Accountability Ratings: This information is describe in the Accountability    
          Manual on the TEA website:http://www.tea.state.tx.us/perfreport/accountability 
• Future Conferences: 
 Midwinter Conference, Jan. 28-31, 07@ Austin Convention Center 
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 TX Assessment Conference Dec. 10-13, Austin Hilton 
 
Chris Comer, Director of Science: TEA Update   : Review power point at: 
www.theTRC.org 
 

•    AP program changes: www.nsf.gov  or the College Board at 
www.collegeboard.com  

•   TEA Endorsed Head Start Science Programs-email her for information  
• HB 1  Senator Shapiro- rigorous curriculum more rigorous to enter workforce 
• Uniform school start date 07-08Õ 4th Monday in August 
• Year round schools not affected 
• Inspector General to review schools performance  on TAKS 
• Cognates:  from English to Spanish  www.theTRC.org 

 
Shannon Miller, Assessment Specialist: TEA Update: Assessment Highlights 
Item Writing  
Review power point online www.theTRC.org 
TAKS Test: 

• Written by professional item writers 
• Items are checked for: 

1. Grade/TEKS Appropriateness 
2. Science Content 
3. Vocabulary 
4. Grammar 

• http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/develop/recform.pdf  
• Teachers review and edit items from Internal Review 
• Committee member selection based upon demographics. 
• Recommendation forms available online. 
• Every even number of years TAKS test will be released. 
• shannon.miller@tea.state.tx.us    or     512 463.7816 
• For specifics of accountability, end of year tests, etc., review power point 

 
Chris Comer, Irene Pickhardt, and Shannon Miller: TEA Update and Q&A 

• Answered questions from the members.  
 
Jim Jones: Abrams & Company-Interactive Big Books Series 
 
Anna McClane: Closure of meeting. 
 
Below are the links to the power points:  
 
www.theTRC.org    
 
http://www.thetrc.org/trc/presentationlibrary.html 
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CAST 

 
11-9-11, 
2006 

  

TEA Update 
Presented by Shannon Miller - Student Assessment, Texas Education Agency 

Administrator Session 
Presented by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

Elementary Science TEA Update 
Presented by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

High School Science TEA Update 
Presented by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

Middle School Science TEA Update 
Presented by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

TSELA Science TEA Update 
Presented by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching 
Presented by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

Texas High School Project 
Presented by Kelvey Oeser - Program Manager T-STEM Initiative, Texas Education 
Agency 

Wichita Falls, Get Ready to Fall in Step with Science 
Presented by Irene Pickhardt - Assistant Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

Texas Secondary Science Saftey Survey 
Presented by Dr. Sandra West - Texas State University 

Science Cognates 
Shared by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

Words 
Shared by Chris Comer - Director of Science, Texas Education Agency 

 
   
 
  
 
 


